
STAND. COM. REP. NO. jfjlj -14

Honolulu, Hawaiift$~)gg~ q~ , 2014

RE: S.B. No. 2729
S.D. 2
H.D. 1

Honorable Joseph 14. Souki
Speaker, House of Representatives
Twenty-Seventh State Legislature
Regular Session of 2014
State of Hawaii

Sir:

Your Committee on Transportation, to which was referred S.B.
No. 2729, S.D. 2, entitled:

“A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO MOBILE ELECTRpNIC DEVICES,”

begs leave to report as follows:

The purpose of this measure is to make clarifying amendments
to the mobile electronic device law, specifically by:

(1) Prohibiting the operation of a motor vehicle while using
a mobile electronic device held in a person’s hand for
making or receiving a non-emergency call, texting, or
receiving a text message;

(2) Adding an exemption for drivers of vehicles that are at
a complete stop, in a safe location by the side of the
road, and out of the way of traffic;

(3) Removing the violation graduated scale for penalties;
and

(4) Specifying that the violation of the mobile electronic
device law is a traffic infraction.

Two concerned individuals testified in support of this
measure. The Department of Transportation and the Honolulu Police
Department testified in opposition to this measure. The

SB2729 HD1 HSCR TRN HMS 2014—2711—1



STAND. COM. REP. NO. 1012 -14
Page 2

Department of the Prosecuting Attorney of the City and County of
Honolulu commented on this measure.

Your Committee has amended this measure by:

(1) Removing the amendments that limit the prohibition to
operating a motor vehicle while using a mobile
electronic device held in a person’s hand for making or
receiving a non-emergency call or text message;

(2) Removing the exemptions to the prohibition;

(3) Deleting the amendments made to the definitions
“operate”, “texting”, and “use” or “using”;

(4) Changing the fine for violation to not less than $250 to
be deposited into the State Highway Fund, or $400 if in
a school zone or construction area, to be deposited into
the State general fund;

(5) Specifying that this measure shall supersede any county
ordinance regulating the use or utilization of mobile
electronic devices while operating a motor vehicle;

(6) Adding a savings clause;

(7) Changing the effective date to January 1, 2150, to
facilitate further discussion; and

(8) Making technical, nonsubstantive amendments for clarity,
consistency, and style.

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your
Committee on Transportation that is attached to this report, your
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose of S.B. No.
2729, S.D. 2, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass
Second Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 2729, S.D.
2, H.D. 1, and be referred to the Committee on Judiciary.
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Respectfully submitted on
behalf of the members of the
Committee on Transportation,

Chair
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State of Hawaii
House of Representatives

The Twenty-seventh Legislature

i4C~g 1012-14

Record of Votes of the Committee on Transportation

Bill/Resolution No.: Committee Referral: Date:

662729 spa “-rPJ’JIZIUD 3~\1~lL~fr
U The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on the measure.

The recommendation is to: U Pass, unamended (as is) 4rPass, with amendments (HD) U Hold
U Pass short form bill with HD to recommit for future public hearing (recommit)

TRN Members Ayes Ayes (Wit) Nays Excused

1. YAMANE, Ryan I. (C)

2. TAKAYAMA, Gregg (VC)

3. AQUINO, Henry J.C.

5. ICHIVAMA, Linda

6. ING, Kaniela —

7. NAKASHIMA, Mark M.

—8. TAKIJMI, Roy M.

9. YAMASHITA, Kyle T.

10. FUJCUMOTO, Beth

TOTAL (10) ‘K — —

The recommendation is: Adopted U Not Adopted
If joint referral, did not support recommendation.

committee acronym(s)

Vice Chair’s or designee’s signature:

Distribution: Original (White) — Committee Duplicate (Yellow) — Chief Clerk’s Office Duplicate (Pink) — HMSO


